T^ff (Amended) An article of manufacture comprising: 

an electronic dictionary including a set of words and a plurality of associated status fields 
for said set of words, eac^status field identifying an appropriateness rating for a 
corresponding audience foi^individual words in said set of words, such that an individual 
word can have a plurality of^orresponding appropriateness ratings; 

a word checking routine executable by a computing device and for checking whether words 
in text of an unpublished electronic document should be included in a communication to a 
particular audience, and whichVoutine is configured to perform the following operations: 

(a) retrieving a word to be word checked from an electronic file containing said text of said 
unpublished electronic document; and 

(b) accessing the electronic dictionary to determine whether an appropriateness rating of 
said word identified in a status fieldVor said particular audience exceeds a threshold value 
specified for such unpublished electronic document; and 

(c) controlling an initial disseminationyof such unpublished electronic document based on 
checking said word; 

wherein the electronic dictionary and woki checking routine are embodied in a computer 
readable media. 



(Amended) The article of claim 208, further including a spell checking routine for 
A determining whether said word has been spelled correctly. 
2f0, (Amended) The article of claim 209, whereinVaid spell checking routine also presents a 
first list of alternative words as replacements (ok said word when it is misspelled, and 
permits a first replacement word to be substituted for said word. 
28. (Amended) The article of claim 210, wherein saidWord checking routine is also 

configured to determine whether said first replacement word has an appropriateness 
rating that exceeds said threshold value for such unpublished electronic document. 
(Amended) The article of claim 208, wherein said worn checking routine is also 
configured to permit a user of such routine to change sajd appropriateness rating value 
of a status field for words in said electronic dictionary. 
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*2i3. (Amended) The Article of claim 208, wherein said word checking routine is also 

\ 

configured to check words substantially immediate in time after they are input into said 
electronic document by a user, and to allow said user to correct or ignore any words that 
^ exceed said appropriateness rating value. 

(Amended) The article of claim 208, wherein said computer readable media includes any 

*♦ 

of the following: a floppy Uisk, a hard disk, a CD-ROM, a magnetic tape, or a non- 

\ 

volatile semiconductor memory. 

^ \.. 

2^5. (Amended) A system for permitting a user to check the meaning of words in an 
electronic document, said system including: 
a computer readable storage structure for storing a word checking software module, such 
module being incorporated as part of a word processing program that can be executed by a 
computer processing device; \ 

wherein the word checking software module is configured such that when it is executed by 
the computer processing device it can perform the following operations: 

(i) retrieving said words to bk checked from an electronic file for the electronic 
document, in response to a user request to check the meaning of all words 
contained in the electronic document; 

(ii) determining whether any particular word is inadvertently included and has a 
particular meaning that has been designated as potentially inappropriate for 
use in said document; and 

(iii) alerting a user to the presence of ss&d particular word when it is designated as 
potentially inappropriate; and 



slides] 



\ 



(iv) allowing a user to modify said particular word in said document when it is 
designated as potentially inappropriate before transmitting said document to 
a third party; and \ 

(v) allowing a user of said word checking sofware module to specify a rating 
value for a word to be used in determining whether such word is potentially 
inappropriate. 
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■ J2rkf>. (Amended) XThe system of claim 215, further including an electronic dictionary for 

storing said words, and wherein said word checking software module designates words 

that have a mearung that is potentially inappropriate by changing said rating value in a 

.[ status field for such words. 

J*7. (Amended) The system of claim 216, wherein said status field for each of said words 

can have one of N rating values, where N > 2. 

^*8. (Amended) The sys)em of claim 215, wherein said word checking software module is 

configured such that it can perform the additional operation of verifying the spelling of 

said words. ^ 

2lD. (Amended) The system of claim 218, wherein said word checking software module is 

configured such that it can perform the additional operation of generating a list of 

^ substitute words in the e^ent such word is misspelled, and if a one of the substitute 

words is selected in lieu of such word, determining whether the substituted word has a 

q meaning that is potentially inappropriate for use in said document. 

120. (Amended) The system of claim 215, wherein said word checking software module is 

configured such that it can perform the additional operation of checking all text 

contained in a set of documents stored as files on a computer system, and generating a 

list of potentially inappropriate^words in such documents. 

✓221. (Amended) The system of claim 215, wherein said word checking software module is 

further configured to check wo^ds substantially immediate in time after they are input 

a into said document by a user. \ 
^ \ 

222. (Amended) The system of claim 215, wherein said particular word has a first meaning in 
a first context identified as a first bating in a first electronic dictionary file, and a second 
meaning in a second context identified as a second rating in a second electronic 
dictionary file, and wherein said word checking software module is configured such that 
it can perform the additional operation of determining whether said particular word has 
a particular meaning that has been designated as potentially inappropriate for use in 
2^ either of the first or second contexts byWamining said first and second ratings. 
25&. (Amended) The system of claim 215, wHerein said word checking software module is 
configured such that it can perform the additional operation of specifying a threshold 
value which said rating value must exceed in\prder for said particular word to be 
identified as potentially inappropriate. 
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%. .2j2#; (Amended) A method of controlling language content of an electronic document, the 
method comprising the steps of: 

(a) defining a word as offensive by specifying a first rating value for a first status field 
associated with said word in an electronic dictionary; and 

(b) defining a word as potentially inappropriate for communication with an intended 
recipient of the electronic document by specifying a second rating value for a second 
status field associated with said word in said electronic dictionary, said second rating 
value being based in part on a consideration of a gender, language use and/ or ethnicity 
of said particular recipient;Vnd 

(c) entering language content f^r the electronic document to generate an electronic file 
including a plurality of text words associated with the electronic document; and 

(d) selecting whether said first status field and/ or said second status field in said electronic 
dictionary should be used for examining said plurality of text words; and 

(e) reviewing each text word from said plurality of text words in said electronic file in 
accordance with step (d) to determine if any context restricted words are contained in 
the electronic document, said context restricted words including text words that are 
offensive and/ or potentially inappropriate as defined in steps (a) and (b); and 

(f) identifying any context restricted worW in the electronic document before said electronic 
file is transmitted to said intended recipient so that said context restricted words can be 
modified or eliminated. 

S \ 

,225. The method of claim 224 wherein steps (a) and (b) are controllable by an author of the 
electronic document to customize a set of offensive and/ or potentially inappropriate 
words. \ 
*226. The method of claim 224 further including a step (b)': defining a word as potentially 
inappropriate for communication with a second intended recipient of the electronic 
document by specifying a third rating value for a third status field associated with said 
word in said electronic dictionary, said third rating value being based on a consideration 
of a gender, language use and/ or ethnicity of said second intended recipient. 
227. The method of claim 224, further including a step ©f providing a threshold value which 
said first and/ or second rating value must exceed bdfore a word is identified as a context 
restricted word. 
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^328. (Amended) A system for checking the word content of an unpublished electronic 
document, the system including: ^ 
a computer readable storage structure for storing a word checking software module that 
can be executed by a computer processing device; 

an electronic dictionary for storing dictionary words that can be used in the electronic 
document, said electronic dictionary being set up such that one or more status fields can be 
associated with such dictionary words, said status fields containing a rating for an 
offensiveness and/or inappropriateness of such dictionary word for a corresponding 
audience; \ 

wherein the word checking software module is configured such that when it is executed by 
the computer processing device it can perform the following operations: 

(i) selecting one or more language filters based on identifying which of said one 
or more status fields for said electronic dictionary words is/ are to be used for 
checking words in an electronic file for the document; 

(ii) using said one or more language filters to check words in said electronic file 
against corresponding dictionary! words by examining said rating in said 
status field(s); 

(iii) generating an alert when said one or more language filters detects a word that 
has a rating that indicates it is offensive and/ or inappropriate for a 
corresponding audience; ^ 

wherein publication of the electronic document can be controlled so that when 
disseminated to third parties it only includes words tha^ do not have a rating that indicates 
that such word is offensive and/ or inappropriate for a corresponding audience. 



The system of claim 228 wherein a rating in all of said status fields for a dictionary word 



*\ are examined. 

*230. The system of claim 228 wherein said word checking software indicates which of said 
one or more language filters has detected a word that has a rating indicating that it is 
offensive and/or inappropriate for a corresponding audieoce. 
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2#1. The system of claim 22&wherein said rating can be varied to have a value from a scale of 
1 to N, and where a higher value indicates a higher level of offensiveness of such word 
for said corresponding audience. 

The system of claim 231 wherein a threshold value can be specified for determining 
when an alert should be generated, based on comparing said rating in said status field to 
s£) sa id threshold value. \ 
^2#3. The system of claim 228 wherein an author of said electronic document can control 
which language filters are used for checking said document. 



254. (Amended) A method of checking the meaning of a word in an electronic document, 

which electronic document has not been published, the method comprising the steps of: 
designating filter words by changing a value of a filter status field for words in one or more 
electronic dictionaries; ^ 
retrieving said word to be checked from an electronic file including said document; 
selecting a set of filter words from said one or more electronic dictionaries to be used for 
checking said word, said set of filter words being based in part on considering an identity of 
an intended recipient of said electronic document; 

determining whether said word has a particular meaning that is (1) designated as offensive 
in said set of filter words; and/or (2) is designa^d as potentially inappropriate in said set of 
filter words for communication to said intended\recipient; 

wherein the electronic document is checked so as to control initial distribution of such 
electronic document to said intended recipient. 

p5? \ 

^35. The method of claim 234, wherein the filter status field for each of the words can have 
one of N values, where N > 2, and where N designates whether each of said words is 
offensive or potentially inappropriate. 
^6. The method of claim 234, wherein said set of filteAwords can be selected without input 

^\ from an author of the document. 
25*7 . The method of claim 234, wherein an identification of said set of filter words can take 
place at or about the time said one or more electronicVdictionaries are first generated. 
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*238. The method of claim 23^-, further including a step of generating an alert indicating that 
such word is offensive and/ or potentially inappropriate. 




The method of claim 236^ further including a step of permitting a user to remove said 
//) word from said set of filter words. 
^40. The method of claim 234, farther including a step of specifying a threshold value which 
the filter status field must exceed in order for said word to be identified as belonging to 
said set of filter words. 

1. (Amended) A method of checking the meaning of a word in an electronic document, 
which electronic document ha^not been published the method comprising the steps of: 
providing one or more electronic dictionaries, including a first dictionary file to be used for 
electronic documents sent to a first audience, and a second dictionary file to be used for 
electronic documents sent to a second audience; 

retrieving the word to be checked fiLm an electronic file for the document, wherein the 
word has a first meaning in a first context identified as a first rating in said first dictionary 
file and a second meaning in a second context identified as a second rating in said second 
dictionary file; 

selecting a set of filter words from saidWie or more electronic dictionaries to be used for 
checking said word, said set of filter words being based in part on considering an identity of 
an intended recipient of said electronic document; 

determining whether said word has a particular meaning that is (1) designated as offensive 
in said set of filter words; and/ or (2) is designated as potentially inappropriate for 
communication to said intended recipient in either of the first or second contexts by 
examining said first and second ratings in said set of filter words; 
wherein the electronic document is checked so as to control initial distribution of such 
^Cy electronic document to said intended recipient.! 

^3427 The method of claim 241, wherein said firsncontext and said second context are based 
on word meanings of two different languages. 



so. 



The method of claim 241, wherein said first context and said second context are based 



v on gender distinctions. 
£44. The method of claim 241, wherein said first context and said second context are based 
on cultural characteristics of two different groups 
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24§T (Amended) A method of permitting an author of an electronic document to simultaneously 
check both the spelling and meaning\of words in such document comprising the steps of: 

(a) retrieving a word to be spell checked and word checked from an electronic file for said 
document; and 

(b) determining whether saicft word has been spelled correcdy; and 

(c) when said word has been spelled incorrecdy, presenting a first list of alternative words 
to said user as replacements for said word, and permitting said author to select a first 
replacement word for said word; and 

(d) designating those words thatthave a meaning that is offensive and/ or potentially 
inappropriate by changing a vWue of a status field for such words in an electronic 
dictionary, wherein said designation is modifiable by the author; 

(e) determining whether the meaning of said word or replacement word has a designation 
as offensive and/or potentially inappropriate for use in a text document; and 

(f) when said word has been designated as offensive and/ or potentially inappropriate, 
presenting a second list of alternative words to said author as replacements for said 
word, and permitting said author to\select a second replacement word for said word. 

<£46. The method of claim 245, further including a step (g): permitting said author to select said 
^O^word, the first replacement word, or the secbnd replacement word. 
^Al . The method of claim 245, further including a step (g): repeating steps [e] and [f| as 

necessary so that a word is selected that is not designated as potentially inappropriate, or said 
^author is permitted to select a word by manual override. 
^8. The method of claim 245, wherein those worcfe that have and offensive and/or a potentially 
inappropriate meaning can be identified irntiaM without input from a user of such electronic 
^dictionary. 

.The method of claim 245, wherein an identification of potentially inappropriate words can 
*\ take place at or about the time the electronic dictionary is first generated. 
-25t).The method of claim 245, further including a step ^f generating an alert indicating that such 
word is potentially inappropriate. 
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J2£n. (Amended) A method of permitting an author of an electronic document to 
simultaneously check both the spelling and meaning of words in such document comprising the 
steps of: 

(a) retrieving a word to be spelllchecked and word checked from an electronic file for said 
document; and 

(b) determining whether said wotd has been spelled correcdy; and 

(c) when said word has been spelled incorrecdy, presenting a first list of alternative words 
to said user as replacements fob: said word, and permitting said author to select a first 
replacement word for said word; and 

(d) determining whether the meaning of said word or replacement word has a designation 
as offensive and/ or potentially inappropriate for use in a text document, said 
designation being modifiable by me author; and 

(e) when said word has been designated as offensive and/ or potentially inappropriate, 
presenting a second list of alternative words to said author as replacements for said 
word, and permitting said author to\select a second replacement word for said word; 

(f) permitting an author to change thd^ value of a status flag for such word to change 
said designation. 
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<2&. * (Amended) A method of permitting an author of an electronic document to 
simultaneously check both the spelling and meaning of words in such document comprising 
the steps of: 

(a) retrieving a word to be spell checked ard word checked from an electronic file for said 
document, wherein said word has a first meaning in a first context identified as a first 
rating in a first dictionary file for a first audience, and a second meaning in a second 
context identified as a second rating in aj second dictionary file for a second audience; 
and 1 

(b) determining whether said word has beenlspelled correcdy; and 

(c) when said word has been spelled incorrecdy, presenting a first list of alternative words 
to said user as replacements for said wordi and permitting said author to select a first 
replacement word for said word; and 

(d) determining whether the meaning of said wlord or replacement word has a designation 
as offensive and/ or potentially inappropriate for use use in either of the first or second 
contexts by examining said first and second tarings, said designation being modifiable 
by the author; and 

(e) when said word has been designated as offensive and/ or potentially inappropriate, 
presenting a second list of alternative words ro said author as replacements for said 
word, and permitting said author to select a second replacement word for said word. 
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53. (Amended) A method of word checking af^electronic document generated by a word 
processing program under control of a user of said program, said method comprising the steps of: 

(a) storing word-checking status information for said document, including a table 
identifying offensive and/ or potentially inappropriate words used in an electronic file 
for said document; 1 

(b) monitoring interaction between said user und said word processing program to identify 
idle editing periods; 

(c) locating offensive and/ or potentially inapf ropriate words in said electronic file for said 



document during the idle editing periods, 



id updating the word checking status 



information in response thereto as needed; and 

(d) modifying a word filter electronic dictionarj\ containing said offensive and/ or potentially 
inappropriate words based on input from the user, so that the user can control which 
words in said document are to be identified in said table; and 

(e) permitting a user to specify a rating threshold Which must be exceeded in order for said 
word to be identified as offensive and/ or potentially inappropriate. 
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(Amended) A method of automatically word checking an electronic document as it is 

\ 

generated by an author of the electronic document and before such electronic document is 
published, comprising the steps of: 

(a) allowing the author to sp scify one or more word filter dictionaries to be used for filtering 
text content of the document, where at least one of said one or more word filter 

a >ed on an intended audience for the electronic document; and 
specify a rating threshold which must be exceeded in order for 
said text content to be identified as potentially inappropriate; 
(c) monitoring data input by the author during a data input period that is intended to be 

document; and 

void is offensive and/ or potentially inappropriate for use in 
said document by compai ing the word against words contained in said one or more 
word filter dictionaries; ar d 
(e) when the word is determii ed to be offensive and/ or potentially inappropriate, alerting 



dictionaries is selected ba 
(b) permitting the author to 



included as a word in saic 
(d) determining whether the v 



the author; and 
wherein a result of said wore 
still entering said text content 



:hecking is communicated to the author while the author is 
r the document so that the electronic document is checked 
before it is disseminated to saidlintended audience and so as to control initial distribution of 
such electronic document. 



2^5. (Amended) The method of claiik 254, wherein said result is communicated before the 
author has completed data input uuring a subsequent data input period intended for a 
^ subsequent word to be included in said document. 

6. (Amended) The method of claim\254, wherein when the word is determined to be 
potentially inappropriate the author is precluded from inputting additional words in said 



C^sdocument vintil corrective action has been taken for such word. 



2'f>7. (Amended) The method of claim 254, wherein a check of the spelling of such word is also 
performed, and wherein the result ofVhis spelling check is communicated to the author 
while the author is still entering said tex\ content of the document. 
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^£§8.The tiiethod of claim 254, further including a step of generating a list of substitute words in 
the event such word is misspelled, and if a substitute word is selected in lieu of such word, 
determining whether* said substitute word has a meaning that is offensive and/or potentially 
inappropriate for uselin a text document by comparing said substitute word against words 
contained in said onepr more word filter dictionaries. 

& i 

-259. (Amended) A method of automatically word checking an electronic document as it is 
generated by an author and before such electronic document is published to an intended 
recipient, comprising the steps of: 

(a) allowing the author to specify one or more word filter dictionaries to be used for filtering 
text content of the document, where at least one of said one or more word filter 
dictionaries is selectea based on an intended audience for the electronic document; and 

(b) monitoring data inputpy the author during a data input period that is intended to be 
included as a word in said document, wherein said word has a first meaning in a first 
context identified as a ficst rating in a first dictionary file from said one or more word 
filter dictionaries, and a second meaning in a second context identified as a second rating 
in a second dictionary file from said one or more word filter dictionaries; and 

(c) determining whether the word is offensive and/ or potentially inappropriate for use in 
said document by comparing the word against words contained in said one or more 
word filter dictionaries, including said first dictionary file and said second dictionary file 
such that said word is analy2e<jl in both the first and second contexts by examining said 
first and second ratings; and 

(d) when the word is determined t^ be offensive and/or potentially inappropriate, alerting 
the author; and 

wherein a result of said word Checking is communicated to the author while the author is 
still entering said text content of uae document so that the electronic document is checked 
before it is disseminated to the intended recipient and so as to control initial distribution of 
such electronic document. 
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26^ (Ameiided) An electronic system for permitting a user to control which words are allowed 
in an electronic document before the electronic document is published, said system including: 

a system memory for ^storing a word checking software module; 

a processing device for executing the word checking software module; 

an electronic dictionary^ for identifying a set of filter words to be filtered from the electronic 
documents, said set of filter words including both offensive words and/ or potentially 
inappropriate words, andlwhich potentially inappropriate words are determined by 
considering an identity of an audience intended to receive the electronic document; and 

wherein the word checking software module is configured such that it can perform the 
following operations: 

(i) retrieving words \p be checked from an electronic file for the document; and 

(ii) designating sain set of filter words by changing a value of a status field for 
such words in said electronic dictionary; and 

(iii) determining whether said words from the document include any from said 
set of filter words; and 

(iv) controlling initial distribution of such electronic document based on steps (i) 
and (ii). 

.The system of claim 260, wherein the status field for each of the words in said electronic 
^0^ dictionary can have one of N values,^here N > 2. 

y^l. The system of claim 260, wherein said\set of filter words can be identified without input 
. from said user. 

263.The system of claim 260, wherein {n identification of said offensive and/ or potentially 
inappropriate words can take place at or about the time the electronic dictionary is first 
generated. \ 
^64. The system of claim 260, wherein the word checking software module is configured such 
that it can perform the additional operation oftgenerating an alert indicating that a word in 
fythe document is in said set of filter words. 

).The system of claim 260, wherein the word checking software module is configured such 
that it can perform the additional operation of peapitting said user to change the value of a 
status flag for words in said electronic dictionary. 
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J2b6.The system of claim 260, wherein the word checking software module is configured such 
^ that it can perform the additional operation of verifying the spelling of words. 

^67.The system of claim 266, wherein the wordichecking software module is configured such 
that it can perform the additional operation ^>f generating a list of substitute words in the 
event any word is misspelled, and if a one oflthe substitute words is selected in lieu of such 
word, determining whether the substituted word includes any word from said set of filter 

268. (Amended) The system of claim 260, wherein the word checking software module is 

configured such that it can perform the adchtiorial operation of checking a set of electronic 
files corresponding to a set of documents, and generating a list of words in such documents 
that are in said set of filter words. 

-269fThe system of claim 260, wherein said words are checked substantially immediate in time 
after they are input into said document by a user to allVw said user to correct or ignore any 

. A filter words found in said document. 

27(1. The system of claim 260, wherein the word checking software module is configured such 
that it can perform the additional operation of specifying aVhreshold value which the status 
field must exceed in order for words to be identified as part of said set of filter words. 
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* ,27l? (Amended) An electronic system for p( emitting a user to control which words are allowed 
in an electronic document before the electro lie document is published, said system including: 

a system memory for storing a word ch Peking software module; 

a processing device for executing the word checking software module; 

an electronic dictionary for identifying a iet of filter words to be filtered from the electronic 
documents, said set of filter words including both offensive words and/ or potentially 
inappropriate words, and which potentially inappropriate words are determined by 
considering an identity of an audience intended to receive the electronic document, and such 
that said word has a first meaning in a first context identified as a first rating in a first 
dictionary file forming part of said electronic dictionary, and a second meaning in a second 
context identified as a second rating in a second Dictionary file forming part of said 
electronic dictionary; and 

wherein the word checking software module is configured such that it can perform the 
following operations: 

(i) retrieving words to be checked fronian electronic file for the document; and 

(ii) determining whether said words from the document include any from said 
set of filter words, including by examining said first and second ratings to 
determine whether said word has a particular meaning that has been 
designated as potentially inappropriate tfbr use in either of the first or second 
contexts; and 

(iii) controlling initial distribution of such electronic document based on steps (i) 
and (ii). 
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^72. (Amended) A method of checking the meaning of a word in an electronic document 
comprising the steps of: 

(a) retrieving a word to be checked from an electronic file for the document; and 

(b) determining with a first electronic language filter whether said word has a particular 

\ 

meaning that is likely to be offensive to persons intended to read such document; and 

(c) determining with a second electronic language filter whether said word is potentially 
inappropriate for use in communications to said persons, based in part on considering an 
identity of said persons; and 

(d) configuring said first and second language filters by changing a value of one or more status 
fields for such words in an electronic (dictionary. 

273. The method of claim 272, wherein said states fields for each of the words can have one of N 
values, where N > 2. 

^74. The method of claim 272, further including a\step of generating an alert indicating that a word 
is within said first and/ or second electronic language filter. 

The method of claim 272, further including a siep of verifying the spelling of such word. 
2$& The method of claim 275, further including a step of generating a list of substitute words in the 
event such word is misspelled, and if a one of the substitute words is selected in lieu of such word, 
determining whether the substituted word has a meaning that is likely to be offensive. 
3^The method of claim 272, wherein said word is checked by said first and second language filters 
substantially immediate in time after it is input into said document by a user. 
27Sf The method of claim 272, wherein the document is an\e-mail message, an electronic 
spreadsheet, an electronic database, or an electronic word processing document. 
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2*13. (Amended) A method of checking content of an unpublished electronic document 
comprising the steps of: 

(a) specifying a language filter to be used ] or inspecting words of an electronic file for the 
electronic document to determine if it contains potentially inappropriate content, said 
language filter being based in part on a i identity of an intended recipient of the 
electronic document; and 

(b) specifying a language sensitivity threshcfld level to be used when evaluating the 
electronic document, such that a rating value for each word in the electronic document 
is compared against said language sensitivity threshold level to determine if such word 
should be identified as potentially inappropriate; and 

(c) providing an output indicating when saidllanguage sensitivity threshold is exceeded 
based on words in the electronic document so as to control initial distribution of such 
electronic document to said intended recipient. 



The method of claim 279, wherein said rating value and said language sensitivity 
^ threshold level are adjustable. \^ 
\ . The method of claim 279, wherein said rating value is specified as a status field value 
in an electronic dictionary used as part of sstid language filter. 
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(Amended) A system for checking content of an unpublished electronic document 
comprising: 

a computer readable storage structure for storing a word checking software module that 
can be executed by a computer processing device; and 

a language filter, which language filter is associated with a set of words that are potentially 
inappropriate for use with a corresponding recipient of the electronic document; and 

wherein the word checking software module is configured such that when it is executed 
by the computer processing device it can perform the following operations: 

(i) specifying said language filter for checking the electronic document; 

(ii) specifying a language sensitivity threshold level to be used when evaluating 
the electronic docVment; 

(iii) providing an outpik indicating when said language sensitivity threshold is 
exceeded based on Vords in an electronic file for the electronic document so 
as to control initial distribution of such electronic document to said intended 
recipient; 

wherein a rating value for each word in the electronic document is compared against said 
language sensitivity threshold level to determine if such word should be identified as 
potentially inappropriate 



The system of claim 282, wherein said rating value and said language sensitivity threshold 



level are adjustable. 



*K$4. The system of claim 283, wherein said ratingValue is specified as a status field value in an 
electronic dictionary used as part of said language filte 
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^285. (Amended) A method of^controlling distribution of an electronic document to prevent 
dissemination of embarrassing and/or harmful content in such electronic document, the method 
comprising the steps of: \ 

a) identifying offensive words that should not be included in an electronic document to be 
distributed to an intendJd third party recipient; and 

b) identifying potentially inappropriate words that should not be included in an electronic 
document to be distributee! to said intended third party recipient, said potentially 
inappropriate words being based in part on a consideration of an identity of said 
intended third party recipient; and 

c) inspecting an electronic file Apr the document before it is distributed to said intended 
third party recipient to see if i\ contains any of said offensive and/ or potentially 
inappropriate words, so that a Corrective action can be taken to eliminate said offensive 
and/ or potentially inappropriate words and/ or to prevent distribution of the document; 

wherein a status field rating for said offensive words and said potentially inappropriate words 
are set up by an author of the electronic aocument as part of an electronic language filter. 

The method of claim 285, further including a step: (d) replacing any offensive and/ or 
potentially inappropriate words in the document as part of said corrective action. 

7. The method of claim 285, wherein an authoV of the electronic document also sets a 
threshold value which must be exceeded by said status field rating in order for a word to be 
considered as one of said offensive and/or potentially inappropriate words. 
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J£88. (Amended) A method of checking contentof an electronic document which has not been 

/ 

published comprising the steps of: j 

(a) configuring a language filter to be used for inspecting content of the electronic 

document to determine if it contains potentially inappropriate text, said language 
filter being configured based kipart on an identity of intended recipients of the 



electronic document; and 
(b) detecting whether an electronic 
specified within said language 



file for said electronic document includes words 
filter; and 



. . . i 

(c) generating an output indicating the presence of any words detected during step (b) so 
that the electronic document^is checked before it is disseminated to said intended 
recipients and so as to control initial publication of such electronic document; 
wherein said language filter can bef adjusted during step (a) as needed according to said 

identity of said intended recipientsJis configured by setting status field values for words 

within either or both of said first and/ or second language filters. 

i i 

^289. The method of claim 288 further including a step of setting up said language filter by 
specifying a first language filter intended for a first audience for the electronic document, and a 
second language filter intended for a secind audience for the electronic document, each of said first 
and second language filters containing \>riords that are potentially inappropriate for use with said first 
and second audiences respectively, 



V 
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29& (Amended) A system for checking content of an electronic document, which electronic 
document has not been published, the system including: 

a computer readable storage structure for storing a word checking software module that 
can be executed by a computer processing device; 

a configurable language filter, which language filter contains words to be used for 
checking the content of the electronic document; 

wherein the word checking software module is configured such that when it is executed 
by the computer processing device it can/perform the following operations: 

(i) configuring said configurable language filter based in part on an identity of 
an intended recipient of the electronic document; 

wherein said configurable farjgaage filter includes a first language filter and a 
second language filter as part of an electronic dictionary file, and said first language 
filter is identified by a first valje specified in a first status field in said electronic 
dictionary file, and said second language filter is identified by a second value 
specified in a second status field in said electronic dictionary file; 

(ii) using said configurable language filter to check words used in an electronic 
file for the document; 

(iii) generating an alertf when said configurable language filter is triggered; 
wherein initial dissemination of the electronic document can be controlled based on 

whether the content is appropriate for an intended audience of such electronic document. 

-2-94. The system of claim 290, wheiein said first language filter contains words that are offensive, 
and said second language filter contains words that are likely to cause harm and/ or embarrassment 
by their inclusion in the document. 
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,,292. (Amended) A system for checking content of an electronic d6cument including: 

a computer readable storage structure for storing a word checking software module that 
can be executed by a computer processing device; 

a language filter consisting of a first language filter and/a second language filter, said first 
language filter being associated with words that are potentially inappropriate for use in 
connection with a first group of persons, and said second language filter being associated 
with words that are potentially inappropriate for use in connection with a second group of 
persons; j 

wherein said first language filter and second language filter are part of an electronic 
dictionary file, and said first language filter is identified by a first value specified in a first 
status field in said electronic dictionary file, and said second language filter is identified by a 
second value specified in a second status field in said electronic dictionary file; 
wherein the word checking software modul^/s configured such that when it is executed by 
the computer processing device it can perform the following operations: 

(i) selecting either or both of said first and second language filters for checking 
words in the document bas^d in part on an identity of an intended recipient 
of the electronic document; 



/ 

said 



(ii) using either or both of said first and/or second language filters to check 
words used in an electronic file for the document; 

(iii) generating an indicator Avhen either or both of said first and/ or second 
language filters is triggered; 

wherein dissemination of the electronic document can be controlled based on whether 
words contained therein are appropriate for an intended audience. 

-593. The system of claim 292, wherein said first language filter contains words that are offensive, 
and said second language filter contains^vords that are likely to cause harm and/or embarrassment 
by their inclusion in the document. 
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J29^. (Amended) A method of checking content of electronic docvurients comprising the steps of: 

(a) retrieving a word from an electronic file for a first electronic document; and 

(b) inspecting said word with a language filter selected for the first electronic document, 
said language filter consisting of either or both of j. first language filter and/ or a 
second language filter, said first language filter bpng associated with words that are 
potentially inappropriate for use in connection with a first group of persons, and said 
second language filter being associated with words that are potentially inappropriate 
for use in connection with a second group of persons; and 

(c) identifying whether said word falls within said first language filter and/ or said second 
language filter; and j 

(d) repeating steps (a) through (c) for said first electronic document until all words in 
said electronic file for said first electronic document are inspected; and 

(e) repeating steps (a) through (d) for a second electronic document, wherein a language 
filter selected for the second electronic document can be varied from that used for 
said first electronic document; / 

wherein said first language filter and second language filter are part of an electronic 
dictionary file, and said first languagyfilter is identified by a first value specified in a first 
status field in said electronic dictionary file, and said second language filter is identified by a 
second value specified in a second/status field in said electronic dictionary file. 

-£95. The method of claim 294, wherein said first language filter contains words that are offensive, 
and said second language filter contains^words that are likely to cause harm and/ or embarrassment 
by their inclusion in the document. 
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)6. (Amended) A system for checking content of electronic documents including: 

a computer readable storage structure for storing a word checking software module that 
can be executed by a computer processing device; 

a language filter comprised of a first language filter and a second language filter, said first 
language filter being associated with words that are potentially inappropriate for use in 



connection with a first group of persons, and said second language filter being associated 
with words that are potentially inappropriate for use in connection with a second group of 
persons; ^ 

wherein the word checking software module is configured such that when it is executed 
by the computer processing device it can perform the following operations: 

(i) selecting either or both of said first and second language filters as said 
language filter for checking content of electronic files containing data for said 
electronic documents such that said first language filter can be used when 
said electronic document is a first type of document to be disseminated to 
said first group of persons, while said second language filter can be used 
when said electronic document is a second type of document to be 
disseminated to said second group of persons; 

(ii) using said language filter to check words used in said electronic files 
containing data for said electronic documents; 

.... \ 

(iii) generating an alert when said language filter is triggered; 

wherein dissemination of said electronic documents, including both said first type of 
documents and said second type of documents, can be controlled based on whether the 
content therein is appropriate for an intended audience, including said first and second 
groups of persons; \ 

and further wherein said first language filter and second language filter are part of an 
electronic dictionary file, and said first language filter is identified by a first value specified in 
a first status field in said electronic dictionary file, and said second language filter is identified 
by a second value specified in a second status field in said electronic dictionary file. 

i i 

-397. The system of claim 296, wherein said first language filter contains words that are offensive, 
and said second language filter contains words that are likely to cause harm and/ or embarrassment 
by their inclusion in the document. 
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